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Florham Park Borough Council 
Thursday, April 21, 2016 
Work Session Minutes 

 

    
Mayor Taylor called the Work Session to order at 6:30 p.m.   He asked the 
Borough Clerk for a roll call: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Council Portfolio Updates: 
 

Councilman Germershausen provided the following report: 
 

 2016 Grant Application has been submitted and is currently being reviewed by 
the County. The next step is a site visit which will be scheduled for late May, 
where Suzanne will show the Morris County Historic Preservation Trust 
members why our project is important for the restoration of the LRSH.  
 

 Roof Restoration: Approval of contract is on tonight’s agenda. The bids were 
reviewed by Carl Ganger and by historical architects Connolly and Hickey. Our 
consultants have worked with North East Roof Maintenance before. The next 
step is a pre-construction meeting, and then work on the roof will begin.  

     Governing Body      Present       Absent 

Mayor Taylor X  

CouncilPresident  Michalowski X Arrived 6:40 pm 

Councilman Germershausen X  

Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane             X  

Councilman Carpenter X  

Councilman Michalowski X  

Councilman Zuckerman X  
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 Hancock Cemetery: The Commission has scheduled a cleanup day for June 11, 
2016. Commission members are looking for volunteers to come help clean 
headstones and tidy up the cemetery. We are also soliciting quotes for the 
restoration of a family plot near the Ridgedale Avenue side of the cemetery. 
Please contact Suzanne if you’d like to get involved in the cleanup day. 

 

 The Commission has been in contact with Historic Preservation Commissions 
and Historical Societies in the area and is in the process of developing a 
Historical Marker program to highlight the history of some of the oldest houses 
in Florham Park.  

 

 Councilman Gemershausen also attended the League of Municipalities meeting 
in Mt. Tabor;  no legislators were there (Bucco’s).  There was a presentation on 
various historical sites in Morris County. 

 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane provided the following report: 
 

 Planning Board meeting will be held on April 25th  

 Zoning Board Meeting will be held on April 27th; there is an application for 
townshouses behind HSBC; hasn’t seen it yet.  Apparently they need a variance 
because it is a residential area. 

 Next Seniors meeting is April 27th 

 Gazeo concert contracts all went out; not all of them have been received back.  
Concerts will begin on June 12th and will run through July 31st with the 
exception of 4th of July weekend.  This year they will have food trucks and 
Philly Pretzels.  They will also have an outside sound system; much easier.  In 
the event of rain, as usual concerts will be held a Ridgedale Middle School.  
There will only be one food truck per concert and the ice cream man.   

 
 

Councilman Carpenter provided the following report: 
 
Police Department:  
 

 Community Survey is complete; received 675 responses.  Chief Treiber is 
analyzing the data and will summarize that in a report and formalize a plan. 

 On site inspection of facilities on 4/25 for re-accreditation. 

 Police have teamed up with Project Child Safe to provide free gun boxes and 
firearm safety materials for residents; can be found in the lobby at Police 
Headquarters. 
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 4/30, Operation Take Back will he held to take back unused prescription drugs 

 Investigating burglaries on Landscape trailers in overnight hours at Passaic 
Avenue and Brooklake Road 

 
Fire Department:   
 

 Membership formulated a letter to send out a plea for membership; focus in 
2016 will be on getting new members 

 Bill Huyler and myself will have a meeting next week with FDU regarding an 
Ordinance that is in place. 

 
First Aid Squad: 
 

 Lost a member.  Elizabeth Parmalind is relocating out of Florham Park at the 
end of May.   They will have to elect a new president. 

 
Engineering Dept.: 
 

 Concession stand  fire security system at Elm Street is up and running 

 JD and Mike Sgaramella received training on new GPS locator system; can do 
in-house mapping.  They will also have a summer intern to help them this 
summer. 

 

 Finishing up 2016 Road Improvement plan; bid to go out in a couple of weeks 
which will include Pheasant Way, Quail Run, Partridge Lane, Midwood Drive, 
Shetland Road, Lauri Drive, Hopping Lane, Gregory Drive, Park Street, 
Brooklake Road (Sect. #7), and Punch Bowl Road 

 
 Looking at drainage issue on Heritage Road 

 
Department of Public Works: 
 

 Doing spring cleaning and cleaning up from the last storms 

 Heavy Item Pick-Up  begins May 2 
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Councilman Malone provide the following report: 
 
Recreation Department: 
 

 A Recreation Committee meeting was held earlier this week; largely 
focused on updating the Recreation Master Plan.  It has not been updated 
since 2009.  We are trying to identify a  consultant to help the Committee 
with that process. 

 

 Discussed passive recreation at the meeting as well; talking about a new 
walking path in from Stobaeus Park through the woods that were 
purchased for open space into the School property.  They would be able to 
bike or walk there.  Councilman Malone, John Timmons and Mike 
Sgaramella will take a look at the area and come back  

 

 Discussed Fred Stobaeus and Lou Boyd awards; subcommittee identified as 
to who will work on determining those awards in an unbiased manner.  
The awards will be presented at the 4th of July Celebration in order to give 
it a little more visibility and for the award winners to be recognized in 
front of their peers rather  than K-6 players. 

 

 AED’s were discussed; we put some indoors that were donated because of 
the nature of the batteries, which cannot withstand outdoor temperatures .  
Looking for exterior locations for AED’s. 

 

 Mentioned the Community Garden and the Elm Street II fencing that is 
being worked on. 

 

 Little League, soccer and lacrosse seasons are in full swing 
 

 John Timmons is getting ready for day camp and teen summer experience. 
 

 Regarding the budget, Bill and Patrice may reach out to members of the 
Council to get feedback on the process this year and see what goals and 
objectives for next years budget. 

 

 The NY Jets have given Hanover Park a grant of $250,000 
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Councilman Zuckerman gave the following report: 
 

 Environmental Commission is almost around Spring Garden Lake; a few 
residents giving us some issues.  We will need help getting out some metal 
posts in that are in the lake; need heavy equipment.  People were fishing in 
the lake and they say the fishing is very good. 

 

 Board of Education meeting is Monday at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a budget 
hearing; suggested anyone who is interested in their taxes to show up.  
Population has dropped 7% and the budget is increasing by 3%. 
 

 County has money to disburse for open space grants; if there is anything we 
need money for we should apply. 
 

 Councilman Zuckerman asked Mr. Ganger how the pool registration was 
going.  Mr. Ganger stated that is was going well, although he doesn’t have 
the exact numbers, it appears to be going well. Community Pass appears to 
have been well received. 

 
Councilman Zuckerman talked about doing an informational brochure for our 
residents.  Councilman Carpenter stated he agrees with Bill.   One of our biggest 
problems is that people don’t know what is going on.  He stated it is our problem 
to solve.   
 
Councilman Malone stated people receive most of their information 
electronically or in a paperless way, either Facebook, websites, Twitter, Snapchat.  
It can’t just be on method. 
 
Councilman Carpenter said we should start with paper and direct them to the 
multi-media.  
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane stated that there is a lot of misinformation out there.  
It takes on a life of its own and spirals out of control. 
 
Councilman Zuckerman stated he would like to set up a committee of Mr. 
Huyler, Mrs. Williams and himself to look at that. 
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Council President Michalowski provided the following report: 
 
Library: 
 

 Approved a Resolution to go ahead with the Renovation 

 Librarians is doing a seminar on Ancestry.com 

 Free Tickets for Museum of Natural History at the Library 
 
Florham Park Water Utility 

 

 The Department of Community Services Water Division in a continuous effort 
to provide quality water to our customers will be conducting the 2016 spring 
hydrant flushing program commencing Monday April 18, 2016. The program 
will take approximately two weeks to complete and will be conducted 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Systematic opening of fire hydrants 
will take place to increase water flow which will flush any minerals and 
deposits from within waterlines. Removal of these sediments improves water 
clarity. An additional benefit derived from this program is each fire hydrant is 
tested for proper operation helping to insure firefighting capabilities in the 
event of an emergency. 

 

 Hatch Mott McDonald began field work (surveying) for the development of 
specifications to extend the 8” main water line and install new fire hydrants on 
Roosevelt Blvd. Once this project comes to fruition the section of 4” water line 
which is undersized for firefighting will be abandon.  This project is being 
coordinated with Roosevelt Blvd road improvements and repaving. 

 

 Division personnel began turning on water at outside facilities and field 
irrigation systems. 

 

 Administrator Huyler and Carl met with a resident who has expressed concerns 
about the Boroughs water quality and radio frequencies omitted from the radio 
read water meter antenna. Information regarding both concerns was given to 
the resident freely without requesting an OPRA. The resident later submitted 
an OPRA requesting water quality reports back to 1988. 

 

 
Florham Park Sewer Utility 
 

 Repair of the Grit Chamber has continues by CFM Contracting.  
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 Brooklake pump stations emergency generator is out of service due to an 
electronic failure which caused the block heater either to melted or exploded.  
Foley service was called and they had to order the parts but they won't be in 
until early next week. Ted did notified Sandra from JCP&L of the situation so 
in the event of a power failure we would be put on a priority list. Plan “B” is to 
use a trash pump through the valve pit to pump down the wet well. It was also 
verified through Pumping Services that a spare pump would be readily 
available to us as a backup if needed.   

 

 Division personnel are preparing for the annually cleaning (jetting) of the sewer 
lines as a preventative and proactive line maintenance approach. By 
systemically cleaning specific target areas we hope to minimize sewer backups 
due to debris other that sewerage waste that is flushed or dumped into the 
lines which largely attribute to backups. 

 

 
Mayor Taylor provided the following update: 
 
He and Mr. Huyler met with Dr. Salas who owns the Bennigans property. They 
showed a letter of intent regarding a popular restaurant that they are talking too; also 
they did some clean-up work on the property.  Working on removing some trash.  Mr. 
Huyler and I will keep everyone updated.  
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane had some questions regarding payment of legal fees for ; 
There are 25 towns that are trying to get on Board to oppose the Pilgrim Pipeline 
We already passed a Resolution opposing this; why is there more money for review 
and preparation of an Ordinance etc. Didn’t we already do that? 
 
Mayor Taylor stated that we did, but that is the only part of it that is redundant. 
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane asked if Florham Park is part of the Highlands?  
 
 The Mayor stated that we are not; however, some members are; it goes through 6 
communities.  It is one legal effort. 
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane was wondering what the benefit is to Florham Park as it 
is partially in the highlands. 
 
Councilman Malone stated he thinks it is fair to say that the Ordinance would unify 
and put forth a consolidated front of the municipalities? 
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Mayor Taylor stated that is exactly right.  It authorizes us to spend $7,600 for this 
group.  Florham Park has a major part of the pipeline that will go through here. 
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane again asked why we had to pay for the Highland portion. 
 
Mayor Taylor stated we are part of the group.  Everyone is paying a portion to move 
forward on a common goal. 
 
Mr. Huyler stated that everyone will be assessed a fair share to fight the pipeline; that 
is the theory. 
 
Councilman Carpenter asked if there was any way they could get the information 
from these meetings so they can wrap their heads around spending the money. 
 
Mayor Taylor stated that the Council is more than welcome to attend the meetings.  
The next one will be held in Chatham. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
Mayor Taylor opened the meeting for public comment as follows: 
 
Russ Pestone, 2 Pheasant Way 
 
Thanked the Mayor and Council for their volunteer services and stated that Florham 
Park is a wonderful place to live. 
 
He stated that he and his neighbors are here to discuss the mulch and top soil 
recycling center.  He further stated:   With the wonderful job that you have done with 
this town, what in God’s name were you people thinking when you agreed to have 
that Commerical Recycling Center come in?  They start at 7 a.m.  We hear the 
machines starting up.  There is truck traffic all day long.   The smell and dust is 
atrocious and comes into my house. We all have to keep our windows closed.  The 
signage on Columbia Turnpike and flags.  This is an absolute disgrace.  I can put up 
with a lot.  I have seen my taxes go down.  You have really reduced the value of my 
home and the quality of life for residents in that area.  Mr. Pestone stated he has lived 
in Florham Park for 32 years.  A realtor told him he lost $100,000 if not more on the 
value of his home because of the facility.  Again, what were you thinking when you 
allowed a huge commercial operation in a residential area in the town? 
 
Mayor Taylor asked Borough Administrator Bill Huyler to explain what happened at 
the site. 
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Mr. Huyler stated: 
 
About  1 ½ years ago the Council decided to privatize leaf and mulch recycling to 
residents of the Borough in an efficient manner.  In order to do that, we put it out to 
bid.  Northcreek was awarded the bid.  They take care of all of our leaf mulch 
products.  In exchange for being able to sell products there. 
 
In terms of your complaints, I will work to minimize those things you mentioned.  
We are working to get water on the site for dust control .  They have put in back-up 
alarms to minimize noise.  If what you are experiencing is still causing you discomfort, 
I can look at trying to reduce it further.  We are looking to possibly enhance the bid 
or rebid it. 
 
One resident stated the contractor is nice and has done things to minimize it 
although it is not enough.  Other residents echoed the thoughts about the smell, noise, 
etc.  There is a big difference between what is happening there now and what used to 
be done.  The days of operation are substantially higher and the equipment they are 
using is much noisier than when the DPW did it for a couple of weeks per year.   
 
Administrator Huyler stated that he sympathizes with the residents and they will 
have to review what they are doing there.  The operation is different because it is 
beign done on a much larger scale; we will see if we can some of these issues for you. 
 
Mr. Huyler stated he was the point man on this. 
 
Seeing no more members of the public who wished to be heard, Mayor Taylor closed 
the meeting to the Public. 
 
RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 # 16-64   Resolution Authorizing Executive Session 
 
Councilman Michalowski made a motion to approve Resolution # 16-64 to enter into 
Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Germershausen.  
Council entered into Executive Session at 6:55 p.m. 
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Vote: 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Council returned to the work session after the Executive Session was adjourned at 

7:05 p.m.  On a motion made by Councilman Malone, seconded by Councilman 

Germershausen, the work session was adjourned by a unanimous vote at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Sheila A. Williams, R.M.C. 

Borough Clerk 
May 4, 2016 

Council Member Aye Nay Abstain    Absent     Comments  

Michalowski     X      

Germershausen X      

Cefolo-Pane X      

Carpenter X      

Malone X      

Zuckerman X      

Total 6      


