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Florham Park Borough Council 
Thursday, May 5, 2016 
Work Session Minutes 

 

    
Mayor Taylor called the Work Session to order at 6:30 p.m.   He asked the 
Borough Clerk for a roll call: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Council Portfolio Updates: 
 
Council President Michalowski provided the following report: 
 
Board of Health: 
 

 Board of Health approved the contract for Healthcare services so we are 
good to go with that 

 
 
 
 
 

     Governing Body      Present       Absent 

Mayor Taylor X  

CouncilPresident  Michalowski X  

Councilman Germershausen X  

Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane             X Left at 7:05 p.m. 

Councilman Carpenter X  

Councilman Malone X  

Councilman Zuckerman X  
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Florham Park Water Utility: 
 
The Department of Community Services Water Division completed the 2016 

spring hydrant flushing program. The hydrant flushing program is a continuous 

effort to provide quality water to our customers. Systematic opening of fire 

hydrants increases water flow which flushes any minerals and deposits from 

within waterlines. Removal of these sediments improves water clarity. An 

additional benefit derived from this program is each fire hydrant is tested for 

proper operation helping to insure firefighting capabilities in the event of an 

emergency. 

Hatch Mott McDonald has completed field work (surveying) for the development 
of specifications to extend the 8” main water line and install new fire hydrants on 

Roosevelt Blvd. Once this project comes to fruition the section of 4” water line 

which is undersized for firefighting will be abandoned.  This project is being 
coordinated with Roosevelt Blvd road improvements and repaving. 

 

Division personnel continues to turn on water at outside facilities and field 
irrigation systems. 

 

Water division personnel repaired a water main break near 59 Rockwood Road. 
Unfortunately an unmarked gas service was hit and broken during excavation to 

repair the water main; delayed repairs until PSE&G was able to respond and 

repair. 
 

As many may have observed there has been a water issue on Columbia in the flats. 

A coordination meeting of all utilities in the area was conducted to determine the 
source. It appears there is a water source flowing into JCP&L manholes. The 

County, JCP&L, NJ American and Southeast Morris will contain to search. The 

Borough FPSU & FPWU do not have any pipes in that are that would attribute to 
the problem. 
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Florham Park Sewer Utility: 
 

Repair of the Grit Chamber continues by CFM Contracting.  
 

Brooklake pump stations emergency generator is out of service due to an 

electronic failure which caused the block heater either to melt or explode.  Foley 
service was called and they had to order the parts but they won't be in until early 

next week. Ted did notified Sandra from JCP&L of the situation so in the event of 

a power failure we would be put on a priority list. Plan “B” is to use a trash pump 
through the valve pit to pump down the wet well. It was also verified through 

Pumping Services that a spare pump would be readily available to us as a backup 

if needed.   
 

Division personnel are preparing for the annual cleaning (jetting) of the sewer 

lines as a preventative and proactive line maintenance approach. By systemically 
cleaning specific target areas we hope to minimize sewer backups due to debris 

other than sewerage waste that is flushed or dumped into the lines which largely 

attributes to backups. 
 

Ted Lee, Plant Manager and Carl met with representatives from CDM 

Engineering to discuss the development of an asset management plan covering the 
span of 20 years as requested by the Council. This plan will include all facilities, 

pump stations, collection system piping, equipment and personnel needs. 
 

Councilman Michalowski stated he has been getting a lot of feeback about the 
sewer increase and would really like to hear the reasons for doing the increase. 

 

Councilman Carpenter stated that we should get the experts in to hear what they 
have to say.  He further stated if we set up a special meeting, it would be a good 

idea.  The fees got put in place for a reason; lets make an educated decision before 

we proceed.  We need to determine what the fund balance needs to be, what the 
projected connections for 3-5 years are ,  i.e. operating expenses, etc. 

 

Mr. Huyler stated that having the reserves in the sewer was helpful in reaffirming 
our Triple A bond rating.   

 

Councilman Malone suggested holding a special meeting regarding this topic, 
possibly the first week in June.  
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Administrator Huyler said he would set it up. 
 
Councilman Germershausen provided the following report: 
 
Historic Preservation Commission: 
 

 A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for next week at the Little Red 
Schoolhouse regarding the new roof. 

 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane provided the following report: 
 
Planning & Zoning: 
 

 Zoning Board meeting was held; mostly excessive lot coverage applications.   

 There will be a Planning Board Meeting on Monday; Lightbridge Academy is 
coming back; Daycare facility on Ridgedale where the synagogue used to be.  
They amended their application. We need to hear from their traffic experts.  
160 kids maximum allowed there. 

 
Seniors: 
 

 Luncheon will be held June 8 at the Hanover Manor 

 Executive Board meeting was held on May 4; Senior Center is being used quite a 
bit for bingo, movies, and now adult coloring, which is the latest craze 

 Police will do the Senior Picnic on August 3rd 
 
 

Gazebo Concerts: 
 

 Will start the 2nd Sunday in June; began advertising around town and it was 
published in the Senior Newsletter 
 

Councilman Carpenter provided the following report: 
 
First Aid Squad: 
 

 Florham Park First Aid Squad is having a joint Blood Drive with the Fire 
Department,  June 20 – 2-7:00 p.m. 
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Fire Department: 
 

 Fire Department Membership Drive is in full swing; got 4 people that may be 
interested in membership 

 Finalizing a letter to go out to residents regarding the need for Fireman 

 Chief Treiber  and I will meet on June 14th regarding ISO rating 

 Fire Department still hopeful that they will get a grant for outdated equipment 
 
DPW: 
 

 Continues with spring clean-up, catch basin work as well as working on the 
fields. 

 
Engineering Dept.: 
 

 Department sent out captital package for road improvements today 

 Working on Community Garden 

 Also working on getting quotes for a drainage problem on Heritage Road 
 
Police Department: 
 

 Had their assessor in for the on-site inspection for re-accredidation;  on track for 
that 

 Arrested individuals that were stealing landscape supplies in the Borough 

 Collected 134 lbs. of medication on Operation Take Back Day 
 

Councilman Malone provide the following report: 
 
Recreation Department: 
 

 Attended a rotary meeting; they meet on Friday’s at the Diner; continue to look 
for new members; looking to put a float in the 4th of July Parade; recently 
conducted a clean-up at Camp Merryheart in Hackettstown 

 Myself, Bill Huyler, JohnTimmons and Mike Sgaramella are looking into a 
nature trail to connect Stobeaues parking lot with Briarwood ballfield; through 
wooded area acquired for open space.  There is a grant for trails out there.; 
suggested applying for the grant.  This would be in keeping with the Master 
Plan idea for trails. 

 April 30th was Baseball Opening Day; Borough did a fantastic job in helping the 
Little League Host it; especially the DPW, John Timmons, Police & Fire 
Department 
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 Now accepting water and sewer payments online 

 Holy Family had a nice fundraiser for the school at Brooklake Country Club 
called “Grapes on the Green”; out of that they will be hosting a flag football 
game on the artificial turf field on Elm Street in June; adult parents can pay to 
play and can be coached by former NY Giants players; more to come on that. 

 
Councilman Zuckerman gave the following report: 
 

 This weekend, Saturday, 9:00 a.m., wood chipping project at Spring Garden 
Lake will continue; goal there is to finish the circle around the lake 

 Board of Education passed their budget; $46 increase on average assessment of a 
$645,000 home 

 Regarding the Pool; Jaycees donating backboards and are blacktopping the 
courts there.  Pool is on scheduled to open Memorial Day weekend if the 
weather cooperates. 

 
Mayor Taylor gave the following report: 
 

 Next meeting regarding the Pipeline will be held at Chatham Borough Hall on 
May 11th; if any of the Council would like to attend you are welcome. 

 Bill Hulyer and Mayor Taylor attended a meeting regarding Tap-in; Q Rim has 
taken the lead for that.  Bill and I will meet with him tomorrow. 

 
Borough Administrator Items:  
 
Discussed two requests for signs; 
 

1.  University of American Women are having used book sale at St’ E’s.  Looking to 
put up signs; typical lawn size signs; Sale will be June 6-12.  Is Council ok with 
that?  Council indicated they were okay with it. 

2. Bark For Life – Would like to put up 30 Lawn signs; approved them in the past; 
their event is on our great lawn; Mr. Huyler recommends Council okaying the 
signs.  Council stated they were okay with that. 

3. Request from  East Hanover PBA would like to borrow our soda trailer; asking 
for it for one day.  Mr. Huyler recommends we do it; neighboring town. 
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PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
Mayor Taylor opened the meeting for public comment as follows: 
 
 
John Winters, 32 Brooklake Road 
 
Mr. Winters asked what the timeframe for the Summit Anderson Cancer Center was. 
 
Mayor Taylor stated he believes they will be breaking ground in August; will 
probably take 1 ½ years to two years to build. 
 
Mr. Winters stated basketball courts at Beechcrest could use some nets. 
 
Mayor Taylor stated he lives near there and it’s a weekly occurrence; they cut the nets 
down when the balls get stuck. 
 
Mr. Winters asked what was going to be done with the house on Brooklake Road by 
the gun club. 
 
Mayor Taylor stated it is a litigated matter and is being handled. 
 
Seeing no more members of the Public who wished to be heard, Mayor Taylor closed 
the meeting to the Pub lic. 
 
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS 
 
Councilman Malone read a summary of the current bills list and made a motion to 
approve the current bills list in the amount of $5,066,912.27.    The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Zuckerman. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:   

Council Member Aye Nay Abstain    Absent     Comments  

Michalowski X      

Germershausen X      

Cefolo-Pane X      

Carpenter X      

Malone X      

Zuckerman X      

Total 6      
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 

On a motion made by Councilman Malone, seconded by Councilman 

Germershausen, the work session was adjourned by a unanimous vote at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Sheila A. Williams, R.M.C. 

Borough Clerk 
May 10, 2016 


