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Florham Park Borough Council 
Thursday, June 16 2016 
Work Session Minutes 

 

    
Mayor Taylor called the Work Session to order at 6:30 p.m.   He asked the 
Borough Clerk for a roll call: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Council Portfolio Updates: 
 
Council President Michalowski provided the following report: 
 
Florham Park Water Utility 
 

 The Borough is under its water conservation plan; would like to remind all 
residents and businesses that there is a mandatory odd / even out door water 
restriction in place year round. Failure to adhere to this ordinance may result in 
a summons. 

 

     Governing Body      Present       Absent 

Mayor Taylor X  

CouncilPresident  Michalowski X  

Councilman Germershausen X  

Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane             X . 

Councilman Carpenter X  

Councilman Malone X  

Councilman Zuckerman X  
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 Division personnel continues the annual fire hydrant replacement program.  
Replacements are determined by the physical inspection of the hydrants 
operating condition and age. Generally we try to replace 5 -10 hydrants a year. 

 

 Met with ISO representative Bob Shoemaker to review the Borough water 
system components and capacity as it relates to the Borough’s overall ISO 
rating review.  

 

 The Borough continues to work with the DEP to transfer the Exxon Well to 
the Borough. Additional documents are being provided as requested by the 
DEP. 

 

 After numerous meetings with Rock-GW LLC regarding the Exxon Well, we 
are close to finalizing the easement alignment and well agreement. These 
documents will be reviewed by our consulting engineers Mott MacDonald and 
the well agreement will be reviewed by our utility counsel prior to being 
presented to the Council for approval consideration. 

 
 

Florham Park Sewer Utility 
 

 Repair of the Grit Chamber continues by CFM Contracting.  
 

 Ted Lee, Plant Manager and Carl are collaborating with representatives from 
CDM Engineering as in the development of the FPSU asset management plan 
covering the span of 20 years and will include all facilities, pump stations, 
collection system piping, equipment and personnel needs.  
 

 JoMed Contractors has signed the contract for the Woodbine Road sanitary 
sewer easement new line construction. We anticipate construction to 
commence shortly.  
 

 Division personnel continue the annual clean-up (jetting) of the sewer lines as 
a preventative and proactive line maintenance approach. By systemically 
cleaning specific target areas we hope to minimize sewer backups due to debris 
other than sewerage waste that is flushed or dumped into the lines which 
largely attribute to backups. 
 

Council President Michalowski also stated that there are two Oridinaces for Council 
to review and decide upon regarding sewer fees for the regular meeting. 
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Councilman Carpenter inquired as to when the CDM Asset Management Plan was 
going to be done?  He stated that the Council had been talking about it for months. 
Can we speed it up and put a deadline on it? 
 
Mr. Ganger stated that he thought when they began, they told them it would take 3 
months; September is his best guess. 
 
Mr. Huyler asked Mr. Ganger to call CDM tomorrow and see what their fastest 
delivery time would be.  Tell them we need it for budgeting purposes. 
 
Councilman Zuckerman said we should review the rates each year. 

 
4th of July: 
 
Less than 3 weeks left; hopefully good weather and lots of beer.  We have 11 bands 
and plenty of floats. 
 
Councilman Germershausen provided the following report: 
 
Historic Preservation Commission: 
 

 Historic Preservation Commission had a meeting last night.  The Chair said the 
she and Patrick Dolan gave a presentation regarding the new roof 

 Working of LRSH anniversary; looking for ideas from Council 

 Site survey estimate $15,000 for 90 properties in the Borough 

 No new information from contractor on roof;  early July, possibly July 5th 

 Hancock Cemetary; clean-up on 6/11 and it went very well.  Would like to 
schedule another clean-up in the fall. 

 They would like to repair a family plot up there; it is by the Hancock family plot. 

 Would also like to replace some headstones; uncovered 4 new headstones. 
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane provided the following report: 
 
Planning & Zoning: 
 

 Lucy’s Gifts, mostly handbags is going in where Flair was.   

 Sun Valley appeared for Phase 3, Planning  Board directed the attorney to draft a 
positive Resolution as long as they meet the conditions for fire/safety.   

 Zoning Board had a meeting; wasn’t able to attend.  Applicant who wants to put 
townhomes where the old Afton was, was postponed until August 24 
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 Recent Court decision in Ocean County; reaffirmed the affordable housing is 
cumulative and without gaps; therefore, we are responsible for the gap period.  
We don’t know how it will impact us. 

 Steve Jones provided a report on permits;  YTD 351 permits compared to 331 last 
year. 
 

Seniors: 
 

 Luncheon was held June 8 at the Hanover Manor 

 AARP was on Thursday at the Community Center; installation of new officers  

 Marie Anzalone is going to turn 100 years old next month and they are 
celebrating that; she is active in both organizations.  Borough Clerk Sheila 
Williams indicated that we are going to invite her to the July 14, 2016 Council 
meeting. 
 

Gazebo Concerts: 
 

 Had first Gazebo concert ; band was Jersey Four and it was very well attended.  
The 50/50 was back and the winner won $203.00.  The food truck was Pizza 
Vita and was a very big hit.  

 Next week is Tramps Like Us; Taxi Cab Burger will be the vendor. 
 

Councilman Carpenter provided the following report:  
 
Police Department: 
 

 Appointment of a Sergeant is on the Regular Agenda tonight. 

 Trading Card Program will begin within a couple of weeks 
 
First Aid Squad: 
 

 Florham Park First Aid Squad is having a joint Blood Drive with the Fire 
Department,  June 20 – 2-7:00 p.m.  Also, Ed Franko is now the president 

 
Fire Department: 
 

 Fire Department Membership Drive is down 4 members and active member 
count is at 41;  this is an all time low.   

 A letter went out to residents regarding the need for fireman; received zero 
responses.  Four people expressed interest on opening day; to date none of 
them have signed up. 
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 Sign asking for new members will be moved to various locations; more signage 
will be ordered.  Will have “Help Wanted” signs on fire trucks for 4th of July  

 Had ISO re-evaluation on Wednesday; seemed to go well.  We will have a 
preliminary report back from the ISO representative within a month or so.  We 
may need some cash to update equipment. 

 Received letter from FDU regarding safety efforts to date;  the letter is 
subjective.  Bill Huyler and I will meet with them. We have had several 
meetings over the years with them.  They failed to mention that their call 
volume has increased about 10% over the four year period.  FDU represents 14% 
of the Fire Department call volume.  Mr. Huyler and I will meet with them 
again. 

 
DPW: 
 

 Continues with 4th of July preparation and Recreation projects; just being the 
best they can be. 

 
Engineering Dept.: 
 
The Borough Engineer reviewed the bid award that is on the agenda for road 
improvements 

 
Councilman Malone provide the following report: 
 
Recreation Department: 
 
Very busy time of year within the Borough on the Recreation side and numerous events occurring in 

town.  Regular sports seasons wrapping up and summer seasons beginning.  Day Camp/TSE 

preparation. 

 

Since my last portfolio update in early May (missed May 19
th

 meeting with work function): 

 

 Attended Police Unity Tour’s 20th Ride at corner of Ridgedale and Boro Drive 
along with many others. 

  Mayor announced Clean Communities Grant of $25,997 from DEP  
Mike applied for the grant; apply every year.  

 Wrote to Dr. Varley, Superintendent of Schools to advise her of plans for 
potential walking trail from Stobaeus to Briarwood Ballfield.  Grant through 
County is in process.  More to come on that. 

 5th Grade DARE Graduation was a big success with Mayor, PD and 
D’Brickashaw Ferguson of NY Jets. 
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 More recently, FP PBA hosted their first annual 5-0 Car Show at ADP in 
Florham Park. 

 Also, FP Jaycees 20th 5k Run in memory of Billy & Ashley Streiter and with 
Girls on the Run; 1500 runners, great job. 

 Patrice Visco prepared an analysis of Sewer Reserves at my request which I 
would like to distribute now prior to consideration of tonight’s ordinance.  The 
question arose during the Special Meeting re: Sewer Fees as to what an 
appropriate Fund Balance reserve is for a Sewer Utility of our size.  Rather than 
trying to ‘normalize’ this based on difficult metrics like – miles of pipe, # of 
residential customers, etc. – the analysis shows FP and 9 other municipalities 
that have sewer utilities.  It includes all of the other AAA-rated towns that have 
sewer utilities (6) and sets Fund Balance reserves as a percentage of Sewer 
Revenues to try to normalize and allow for comparison.  Overall, it ranges from 
7% to 377% and within AAA-rated municipalities it ranges from 31% to 377% 
with Florham Park coming in at 119%.  I think this suggests there is no one 
magical number that should be targeted, but rather it being based on 
conditions and operations specific to what each town needs, as well as an air of 
conservatism towards one component of our maintaining a AAA-rating. 

 Applications and lottery for plots at the new Community Garden have been 
completed. 

 Not present at last meeting, but from reading Minutes, I understand Anti-
Nepotism Ordinance was inquired about and not sure how I became chair of 
the Committee along with Councilmen Zuckerman and Michalowski, but I 
will take it.  I received wide-ranging comments the last time this was 
attempted to the point there was no clear consensus.  I will endeavor to bring 
forward a draft ordinance for next meeting for all to react to. 

 Have made a request to address mosquitos at Emmett, Elm and woods area of 
Pool.  Believe DPW has done what they can and working through Morris 
County Mosquito Commission for more. 

 LifeTime Fitness Runners – 25 runners out for “Time Trials” on my way home 
from Special Council Meeting last week; some of whom were running 4 people 
wide at the crest of Leslie Hill.  Held meeting with Bill Maniatis – the running 
club’s coordinator that is loosely affiliated with LifeTime Fitness and Bill 
Huyler about this to showcase paths around and connecting Emmett and Elm 
Street Fields as a viable alternative to keep everyone safe, rather than large 
numbers of runners on public streets.  I will be reviewing ordinance 13-2 which 
pertains to 5K races in the Boro to see if changes may be needed in light of this 
and will come back to Council.  Not looking to push anyone away from running 
or using our great sidewalks for exercise – just looking to keep people safe.  Bill 
Maniatis was very receptive, loved the idea of the paths at Emmett and Elm, 
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and may lead to an expanded relationship of the running club being open to 
Florham Park residents in conjunction with the Recreation Department. 

 Similarly, Three Birds Yoga – new business in town above Moe’s Southwestern 
Grill – looking to hold free public yoga on Great Lawn in front of Gazebo.  
Question is whether Gazebo is a permitted location or not. 

 FP Football has requested a pre-season meeting with John Timmons as they 
appear to have new leadership and a list of items they would like added to Elm 
Street Field; not all of which are specifc to hosting a football game at the site.  
[Paul Cosentino – President, Michael Monteleone – VP and Robe Ardolino 
steps down as President to be a Program Advisor].  Looking to schedule this for 
Tuesday, June 21st. 

 Seeding area around concession stand, subtle fence/shrubs around power boxes, 
speaker system fine tuning, logo on turf, signage to indicate Emmett and 
Columbia when exiting, swing set in front of playground, additional storage, 
additional garbage cans on field, addition of flowers at entrance and AEDs 
(which are present in press box and concession stand).Amid some uncertainty 
as to when Hanover Park’s new athletic fields will be complete, I would like to 
remind everyone that the Borough of Florham Park continues to host practices 
in several sports for Hanover Park as our sending district and help them during 
their time of need.  Contrary to what some are stating, Elm Street Field was 
never constructed with the idea of hosting High School Football Games at the 
site.  It was built for the needs of the Borough and the Borough’s residents, is 
meeting those needs and continues to receive accolades. 

 

 Shakespeare Theatre at College of St. Elizabeth’s outdoor amphitheater.  Not 
looking to delay their production, but passed it recently as two probably 20’ 
lighting towers were being installed by a couple dozen workers in hard hats.  
Passed this along to Bill Huyler and Steve Jones just to make sure all is safe 
with the towers/guide wires. 

 

 Along with Mayor, I have expressed greater concerns about the portion of 
Florham Park along Park Avenue that general public does not realize lies 
within the borders of Florham Park.  As a result, I have asked Mr. Huyler to 
investigate adding more additional red signs with white poles that say, 
“Welcome to Florham Park” to the Florham Park boundaries on Park Avenue at 
Delaware Road and near Realogy building.  Similar consideration can be given 
to the area of Passaic Avenue that lies within Florham Park’s boundaries as we 
have seen with the one business who claims to be in Chatham.  It is estimated 
the signs cost $900 each, but feel this is a very important vital part of Florham 
Park that should be recognized as such.  
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 Encourage FP Eagle to contact Patrice Visco as Sewer, Water and Tax Bills are 
now payable online through the Borough’s Website.  The Eagle may be able to 
help us get the word out on that; the word is not out on that yet. 

 

 Fred Stobaeus and Lou Boyd Awards with the update that a sub-committee of 
the Recreation Committee was working on them with the winners announced 
for the 4th of July Parade.  This is the second year the awards will be 
announced at the 4th of July whereas previously they were given out at FP 
Little League’s Baseball Opening Day given the connection to Little League by 
Mr. Stobaeus.  An 8th grade boy and girl will be selected and will ride in the 
Parade. 
 

 Discussed welcome to Florham Park signs; need to install some on Park Avenue 
and Delaware and at the Reaology Building to remind people that that section 
is part of Florham Park.  Unless there are objections,would like to move 
forward with getting this signs. 

 

 Will not be present for 4th of July; daughter has a competition  to attend. 
 
Councilman Zuckerman gave the following report: 
 
Environmental Commission: 
 

 Spring Garden Lake clean-up is Sunday, June 26th 

 Planning a fall clean-up on Brooklake Road 
 
Municipal Pool: 
 

 Regarding the Pool;  were losing an inch or so a night; one of the scuppers was 
open.  The problem has been fixed. 

 Have 114 signs up and have $104,000 in membership 

 Discussed videotaping work sessions; can put video cameras in the courtroom 
for very little money per Dave Ackerman.  Councilman Zuckerman would like 
to talk to Mr. Zuckerman to learn more about the cost and how it would work. 

 
Councilman Malone stated he thought most towns have moved away from doing that.   
Councilman Zuckerman stated that some had gone away but they are going back to it.  
 
Councilwoman Cefolo-Pane stated many of those recordings are live. 
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Councilman Malone stated for the record that he is not in favor of it.  If people are 
concerned about anything they should come to the meeting.  It taped, it will become a 
recorded document that can be used against us. 
 
Borough Administrator Items:  
 

1.  Morris County 4H Fair would like to put up lawn signs; approved them in the 
past; their event is on our great lawn; Mr. Huyler recommends Council okaying 
the signs.  Council stated they were okay with that. 

2. Brookdale Living Center would like to hold a carnval on July 9.  He asked the 
Council to tentatively approve it based on them meeting the proper criteria.  
Mr. Huyler stated he would work with the Police Chief to iron out details and 
make sure they comply. 

 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
Mayor Taylor opened the meeting for public comment as follows: 
 
Rob Walton, JCP&L was in attendance to advise Council of a rate increase; 
approximately 5% increase per month per average residential customer.  It is still the 
lowest cost utility in the State of NJ. 
 
John Winters, Brooklake Road 
 
Discussed attendance at the BOE meeting regarding fields; asked about a problem at 
the 40 yard line.  
 
Seeing no more members of the Public who wished to be heard, Mayor Taylor closed 
the meeting to the Pub lic. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

On a motion made by Councilman Malone, seconded by Councilman 
Germershausen, the work session was adjourned by a unanimous vote at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Sheila A. Williams, R.M.C. 
Borough Clerk 

July 2, 2016 


